GE2000: TIPS FOR ADVISING INCOMING FRESHMEN

This sheet is designed to provide assistance to academic advisors who must help incoming freshmen understand our newest General Education program (which we are calling "GE2000") and select courses that will satisfy its requirements.

Does GE2000 apply only to incoming freshmen?

Yes, but included in that cohort of students are a handful of "transfers" coming in with less than 12 semester hours of credit (i.e., less than one full semester of college-level work). A few members of the new freshman class might be arriving with 12 semester hours of credit (or more) already, but for Gen Ed purposes, we're keeping them with the rest of the incoming freshmen. All will adhere to the GE2000 program.

This year, we'll have THREE different Gen Ed programs in operation at once. Should this be a matter of concern to the incoming student?

No, it shouldn't, as long as the student is given accurate information and good advice about the relevant program (GE2000) and is cautioned NOT to seek suggestions or advice from any returning students. The "old" Gen Ed, which applies mainly to the rising senior class, is quite different from GE2000; and the "new" Gen Ed (now being called "GE1998"), which applies mainly to rising sophomores and juniors, also differs in crucial ways from GE2000, despite some obvious similarities between the two.

What should incoming freshmen and their advisors focus on first?

First, it's important to understand the broad outlines of GE2000 in its entirety. It includes all of the requirements mandated by the SUNY Board of Trustees, but these are incorporated into a larger Gen Ed "matrix" that resembles the program implemented at Oswego in fall 1998 (GE1998). GE2000 is summarized on a separate sheet that, along with an up-to-date "list of approved courses," will be distributed to incoming students and their advisors this summer in lieu of the course newspaper centerfolds. As of early June 2000, the Gen Ed web page contains information about GE1998 only; hopefully, it can be updated later in June to include comparable information about GE2000.

Boiled down to its essentials, our GE2000 is designed to do four things:

1) help students develop some basic skills for academic success in college and for life beyond college as well (Writing--Basic and Advanced; Computer Literacy; Critical Thinking);

2) expose students to a wide array of knowledge areas (scholarly disciplines) so that they will understand how specialists in different fields make sense of the world (Knowledge Foundations);

3) develop the students' knowledge and understanding of American history and cultural diversity and of Western civilization and non-Western cultures as well (America & the Western Heritage; Foreign Language; Human Diversity); and

4) engage students in the exploration of complex issues, using insights and perspectives from two or more different disciplines (Intellectual Issues).

In addition to emphasizing the value of this General Education program (broad liberal education; intellectual versatility; etc.), in combination with the student's major (field of specialization, mastery), the advisor should note that the two are more integrated than before. Courses can count for Gen Ed and major requirements at the same time; some parts of Gen Ed (e.g., Advanced Expository Writing) are purposely embedded in the major; while other parts can or must be satisfied (e.g., Human Diversity and Intellectual Issues, respectively) with upper-division course work. 

No longer is Gen Ed to be viewed as simply a collection of lower-division courses to be "gotten out of the way" so that work in the student's "real" area of interest--the major--can proceed. And, it should be added, no longer is it possible to give a definitive answer to the question students and parents ask about Gen Ed: How many hours are required? For most students, the answer is "about 36 to 45 hours." Instead of dwelling on their inability to pin down an exact answer to the hours question, the student and advisor both should focus their attention on the curricular opportunities and value to be found in the Gen Ed program. 

Every advisor should be an advocate for Gen Ed as well as an expert on the particulars of academic work in one department or discipline.

Now for some details. What GE2000 requirements might an incoming student have satisfied already (e.g., with college-level credits, officially "transcripted" as such and received by our Admissions or Records Office)?

Did the student take any college-level courses while in high school or after graduation? If so, some or all of these may well satisfy Gen Ed requirements. Likely examples include: English composition courses (good for Basic Skills: Writing); introductory sociology, psychology, and economics courses (good for 3 hours of Knowledge Foundations: Social & Behavioral Sciences); a second-semester (or higher) foreign language course (good for Foreign Language). CLEP and Advanced Placement credits are also likely to be useful in satisfying Gen Ed requirements, though full information about AP exam scores is not always available before the summer orientation/registration sessions are held.

Do the high school courses and Regents Exam scores on the student's transcript have any bearing on Gen Ed requirements at Oswego?

Yes, they do, even though the student will not receive any credits toward the baccalaureate degree for high-school-level study. Specifically, high school courses and exam scores are relevant in four areas of Gen Ed: 1) Basic Skills: Writing; 2) Foreign Language; 3) Knowledge Foundations: Mathematics; and 4) American History.

1) High school exam scores and the Basic Skills: Writing requirement:

Students can have this writing requirement waived if they take and pass the writing waiver exam. Eligibility for this exam is determined by the English Department (which also administers and grades the exam) on the basis of a student's scores on the 11th-grade English Regents Exam and the SAT Verbal, as well as overall high school GPA. Any student without the requisite scores (90s on the Regents Exam; over 550 on the SAT Verbal) who wishes to take the exam may contact the English Department for permission.

2) High school course work and the Foreign Language requirement:

A student's record of foreign language study in high school will determine what he or she needs to do, if anything, to satisfy the Foreign Language requirement in GE2000. There are two ways of satisfying this GE2000 requirement with foreign language study in high school: 

a) successful completion of the study of one foreign language through Regents Level 4; or

b) successful completion of the study of two foreign languages (two years in each--i.e., through Regents Level 2 in each).

The student who has not met either of these standards but has completed at least three years of foreign language study and passed the Regents Exam has two options: 

a) register for and pass a 102-level foreign language course at Oswego to satisfy the requirement; or

b) take a foreign language competency exam (for the time being, we are using CLEP) and score high enough to earn at least 6 credits (for 101 and 102) and satisfy the requirement without any further course work.

3) High school exam scores and the Knowledge Foundations: Mathematics requirement (prerequisite: "math proficiency"):

The only high school math course that will earn the student college-level credit and satisfy the KF: Math requirement in GE2000 is AP Calculus (score of 3 or higher on the AP exam is required). Most of our students do not take Calculus in high school, but most do take math through Course III at least. The incoming student's Regents Course II and Course III exam scores are used here to determine whether he or she has attained the level of "math proficiency" required to enroll in a Gen Ed math course at Oswego numbered 102 or higher. The student who has scored 80 or higher on either the Course II or the Course III Regents Exam (or an equivalent exam in a different state) is deemed to be proficient and is therefore eligible to enroll in MAT 102 or another course to satisfy the GE2000 requirement.

If the student's Course II and Course III Regents Exam scores fall below 80, then he or she must demonstrate proficiency in another way. Options include: 

a) passing a course at another institution that is equivalent to our MAT 104 (College Algebra) with a grade of C or higher; 

b) passing MAX 100 at Oswego (no credits earned toward Oswego degree); or

c) passing the proficiency exam given a couple of times each semester by the Math Department.

4) High school exam scores and the American History requirement:

For now (academic year 2000-2001), any student interested in satisfying the new American History requirement can do so with either AP credits in American History or with one of two Oswego courses approved so far (HIS 202 or 203). Advisors and students may safely ignore a provision (explained below) in the GE2000 guidelines devised by the SUNY Provost's Advisory Council on General Education with respect to this requirement. If the provision survives and if we approve a wider array of American History courses for this requirement on our campus, then it will make sense--in the succeeding years--to pay attention to the following:

Provision: Students who score 85 or higher on the U.S. History Regents Exam (usually taken in 11th grade) may choose to take an American History course that satisfies just two of the three official "learning outcomes" for this requirement (specifically, outcomes 2 & 3: "knowledge of common institutions in American society and how they have affected different groups; and understanding of America's evolving relationship with the rest of the world"). Students who score 84 or lower on the Regents Exam must take an American History course that satisfies all three of the official learning outcomes (the two just mentioned, plus the first, which reads "knowledge of a basic narrative of the history of the United States [political, economic, social, and cultural, including knowledge of unity and diversity in American society]").

After high school courses, exam scores, and the like have been examined for their relevance to particular GE2000 requirements, it is time to think about WHICH Gen Ed courses the student should take WHEN at Oswego. Are there some general "rules of thumb" to follow?

Yes, there are. Except in some circumstances (explained below), every student should strive to complete the Basic Skills (Writing; Computer Literacy; Critical Thinking) and Foreign Language requirements first--i.e., during the first year of course work at Oswego. Why? 

The skills requirements are designed to prepare the student for success in college-level courses across the board; waiting till senior year to take a course to satisfy one or more of these skills requirements defeats their purpose and does nothing to improve the student's performance in courses taken prior to the senior year. (The exceptions to this "rule" involve major programs that have developed their own courses for Computer Literacy or Critical Thinking; in some cases, these courses are to be taken in the sophomore, not the freshman year.) 

Students should be made aware of the possibility of earning waivers in all three of the Basic Skills. Waiver exams for the Writing requirement are by invitation only (see above), but any student may elect to take the waiver exams for Computer Literacy and Critical Thinking that are given at least once a semester. Details are announced at summer orientation sessions. No student may take a waiver exam more than once, and all waiver exams must be taken during the student's freshman year.

Foreign language proficiency can also prove to be useful in other courses. But in addition, the student should be encouraged to fulfill that GE2000 requirement relatively early on because that makes it possible to build effectively on language study completed during high school. The longer a student waits before resuming foreign language study, the less he or she is likely to remember from those prior years of instruction. Postponing college-level language study till the second or third year only makes sense if, for whatever reason, the student has little or no prior experience with or proficiency in the language chosen (and thus nothing to "build on").

After Basic Skills and Foreign Language, the Knowledge Foundations requirements should get priority. These should all be completed (taking the student's area of exemption into account) during the first two years of course work at Oswego. These courses, as the requirement's label suggests, are designed to be "foundational" in at least two senses: first, they introduce the student to the ways in which particular scholarly disciplines ask and answer questions about the world and thus they serve as a basis for further course work in those disciplines; second, they set the stage for more advanced course work in the general education program itself. For instance, the Intellectual Issues courses are designed for students who have satisfied their Basic Skills and Knowledge Foundations requirements in full. 

Of all the Knowledge Foundations requirements, that in Mathematics is the most likely to be put off or neglected by the incoming student. For that reason, and because--like foreign language instruction--the college-level Math courses approved for Gen Ed depend on proficiency acquired in high school study of the subject, it is important for the advisor to encourage the student to satisfy this requirement as early as possible. Remember that enrolling in any given Math course for this Gen Ed requirement has a prerequisite, namely the demonstration of "math proficiency" (by scoring 80 or higher on the Course II or Course III Regents Exam; by passing MAX 100 at Oswego; by passing the Math Department's proficiency exam; or by getting a grade of C or higher in a course equivalent to our MAT 104). 

Courses that satisfy the remaining Gen Ed requirements either must be taken later (e.g., 6 semester hours in Intellectual Issues in the junior and senior years) or can be taken at any time (e.g., American History, Western Civilization, Human Diversity). Every student will take Advanced Expository Writing courses in his or her major field of study; typically, they will be taken in the sophomore, junior, and senior years.  

