
Body Features Used 
in Identification

Caudal fin

Anal fin

Adipose fin

Pectoral fin (2)

Dorsal fin
Kype

Jaw hook typically 
found in males

“Tailing” 
The ability to land a 

fish by grabbing it by 
the tail while it is still 

in the water

Atlantic Salmon
Salmo salar

Jaw extends to middle or 
rear edge of eye

Jaw extends beyond rear 
edge of eye

Brown Trout
Salmo trutta

Usually no spots  
on adipose fin

Small vomerine (roof 
of mouth) teeth in a 

single row

Well defined vomerine 
(roof of mouth) teeth in 

zig-zag pattern

Operculum

Spots on operculum

Spots on operculum

Pelvic fin (2)

Hard to 
"tail"

Easy to 
"tail"

This guide is an exerpt from "Salmon and 
Trout of the Great Lakes: A Visual 
Identification Guide", created by New York 
Sea Grant, a partnership program that 
delivers science-based solutions across 
New York's marine and Great Lakes 
regions. Artwork by Peter Thompson. 

newyorkeagrant.org/GLfisheries

Spots on 
adipose fin
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