?.;"'0.1';"-" l 'S l' Ce > ’
o
Pa " 3
erg,, HEIl

J f) {

AnuUNoD

Ue g

“The road to hell |:s paved W|th adverbs.”

A good words (right order) e-book by Patrick E. McLean
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“The road to hell is paved with adverbs.”




What, exactly, does that mean?




What does that mean, exactly?




Exactly what does that mean?
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When they’re good, they

Iy are incredibly useful.




When they’re good, they

Iy are incredibly useful.




But they can quickly become the
paving stones on the road to hell.




But they cari quickly become the
paving stones on the road to hell.




“The road to hell is { } paved with adverbs.”




There IS ho word
you can place
between these
brackets that will
not weaken the
sentence. In fact,
its hard to see
how the addition
of any word
would help this
sentence do Its

Work.



The road to hell has been surfaced with
a mixture of roofing tar and recycled adverbs.




The road to hell has been surfaced with
a mixture of roofing tar and recycled adverbs.




The road to hell has been re-surfaced countless
times with the finest mixture of roofing tar,
recycled adverbs and the toenail clippings of
famous grammarians who are now deceased.




There is simply no limit to the
number of words you can cram

Into a defenseless sentence.
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(adverb)

There is simply no limit to the
number of words you can cram

Into a defenseless sentence.
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l[ronically, people turn to adverbs and
adjectives when they want to add
emphasis. But they actually make it
harder for them to stress their point,
because the adverbs make their
writing harder to comprehend.
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st 22, 2011

(adverb)

(the damn things are everywhere.)

[ronically, people turn to jadverbs and
adjectives when they want to add
emphasis. But they actually make it
harder for them to stress their point,
because the adverbs make their
writing harder to comprehend.



A long time ago, before air quality sensors
and the the SPCA, miners used to carry
canaries into the mines with them when they
worked. AS it happens, canaries are very
sensitive to poisonous gases. So if the
canary died, the passing of the unfortunate
bird served as a warning that the air might
be bad.

Now I’'m not saying that every time you use a
word ending in -ly’ that God kills a canary.
(That's what | believe, but it's not polite to
talk about religion.) I’'m suggesting that when

you come across an aadverb, you could think 1 )
to yourself, “Hunh, look at that. It's a dead
canary. Maybe | should check the quality of N 2 =

the writing around here.”
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A big part of the difference between being
a good writer and being a bad writer is the
attention you pay to adverbs.




The camel died quite suddenly on the second day,
and Selena fretted sulkily and, buffing her already
impeccable nails — not for the first time since the
journey began — pondered snidely if this would
dissolve into a vignette of minor inconveniences like
all the other holidays spent with Basil.




There are a lot of problems with that piece of writing.
After all, it's not just bad, it's award-winningly baad,
but upon closer inspection...
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There are a lot of problems with that piece of writing.
After all, it's not just bad, it's award-winningly baad,
but upon closer inspection...

(A somewhat humorous,
hyphenated adverb)
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The camel died quite suddenly on the second day,
and Selena fretted sulkily and, buffing her already
iImpeccable nails — not for the first time since the
journey began — pondered snideiy if this would
dissolve into a vignette of minor inconveniences like
all the other holidays spent with Basil.




[f you cross out all the adverbs and clean it up...
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The camel died on the second day. “Delightful,”
thought Selena, “another holiday with Basil.”




The camel died quite suddenly on the second day,
and Selena fretted sulkily and, buffing her already
iImpeccable nails — not for the first time since the
journey began - pondered snidely if this would
dissolve into a vignette of minor inconveniences like
all the other holidays spent with Basil.




The camel died quite suddenly on the second day,
and Selena fretted sulkily and, buffing her already
impeccable nails — not for the first time since the
journey began - pondered snidely if this would
dissolve into a vignette of minor inconveniences like
all the other holidays spent with Basil.
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Most of the time, when we use an aadverb of manner
it's because we’ve chosen the wrong verb. If you use
the right verb, you don't need to use any of those nasty
little words that end in *-1ly.’
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Ran Quickly —
Ran Away —
Ran Slowly -
Ran Awkwardly —




Said quietly —
Said loudly -
Said huskily -

Said dryly —




Really Liked —
Really Liked —
Really Liked —
Really Liked —




Laughed Madly -
Played Loudly -
Thought Intensely —
Breathed Deeply -




But you don'’t really need to remember a lot of grammar
concerning aaverbs. There is one simple rule that covers
the use of adverbs, as well all other kinds of words.
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Omit Needless Words




About the Author
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About the Author
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About the Author
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This work is made available under a Creative
Commons 3.0 Share-Alike Attribution license.
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This work is made available under a Creative
Commons 3.0 Share-Alike Attribution license.
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This work is made available under a Creative
Commons 3.0 Share-Alike Attribution license.
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